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Greetings all:

By the time you receive this, we will have already celebrated Thanksgiving and 

the First Sunday of Advent. I’d like to ask you individually, how are you 

preparing yourself for the coming of the Savior in human form? Are you 

spiritually asleep?

Are you teetering on the edge? Are you ready for Our God to become one of us 

in human flesh?  If you are keeping up with the readings for Sunday Mass, you 

will hear a thread that is repeated throughout Advent: “ Prepare Ye The Way of 

The Lord” My last question to each of you is:  How are you preparing for the 

Way of the Lord to come into your own lives? 

Given the fact that we are still in a COVID state, I’d like to ask all the Grand Knights to check in with their 

local Pastor to see what, if any help is needed with the extra Masses being said for the feast of Christmas. 

We need to show our local priests’ that the Knights of Columbus are here for them and the parish

BEATIFICATION: As most of you know by now, Blessed Michael J. McGivney was beatified on 

Saturday, October 31st at the Cathedral in Hartford, CT. Please take a minute or two and go on the website:  

www.kofc.org and check out some of the videos on Blessed Michael McGivney. They are informative and 

you may want to use these during your regular monthly meetings. Supreme will be celebrating the 

Beatification of Blessed Michael McGivney for the duration of 2020 and 2021. What better time to ask a 

Catholic gentlemen to join our ranks!

http://www.kofc.org/


FOOD DRIVES

As per the request of Bishop Christopher Coyne, he is asking all Councils in the jurisdiction of Vermont to 

hold at least one food drive for the various food pantries throughout the State of Vermont. There are many, 

many families that need  our help and this is in line with Supremes request to: Leave No Neighbor Behind due 

to the COVID pandemic.

DECEASED MEMBERS

Our State Treasurer, Chis Poirier has asked that when a member of your Council has died to please send the 

information to me, your State Deputy. Our State Secretary, Jim Michael will then send a sympathy card to the 

family of the deceased. We will also be sending a Mass Card to the family. Again, please send the pertinent 

information to me so we can let the widows of our deceased member know that we are thinking of them in 

their time of sorrow and grief.

ULTRASOUND UPDATE

As of this writing, we currently have raised $47,562.31 towards our goal of $50,000.00. We still need 

$2,437.69 to reach that goal. Fr. Naples (State Chaplain) and I have been in touch with Deb Couture, 

Executive Director of Aspire Together and Deb let us know that Save the Storks foundation has awarded 

Aspire Together a grant for $50,000.00 and Supreme will be paying the entire amount for an ultrasound 

machine fitted for a mobile ultrasound unit. We also have given Charlebois, Inc. a deposit of $25,000.00 to 

hold the van for us. Words of thanks and gratitude do not come close to how grateful I am as your State 

Deputy seeing this project become a reality. YOU will be helping to save the lives of so many babies in the 

State of Vermont. THANK YOU ALL again.

SUPREME UPDATE

Last week end (November 19-21), I attended the Mid-Year Meeting for all State Deputies and it was 

extremely informative and there are quite a few news things coming from Supreme that are expected to be in 

place by the first of the new year of 2021. I will not go into detail for each and every one of these items, but I 

will give you a brief synopsis of what is going to change. One of the first things that will begin right away is a 

State presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Supreme instructed us that social media is the way of the 

future and not just social media, but our meetings and get togethers as Councils as well. I have asked 

Valdemar Garibay, Grand Knight of St. Albans Council to take on the task of our social media presence and 

he has agreed. Thank you Valdemar for stepping up to the plate and taking care of this. His mentor will be 

Frank Montero from Supreme who handles all social media for the Knights of Columbus out of New Haven, 

CT. When it comes to your Council meetings, Supreme has amended the Charter, Constitution and By-Laws, 

Section 124 (to be voted upon at next years Supreme Convention), that each Council will now have two 

meetings per month. The first meeting will be an “Officer’s Planning” meeting and the second will be your 

regular Council meeting. Please note that this will now be a requirement from Supreme. The other change is 

for how Grand Knights run a meeting. The current folder has 29 elements to it and Supreme has changed that 

down to 15 elements. They are as follows: Call to Order; Opening Prayer; Pledge of Allegiance; Approve 

previous minutes; Chaplain message; Grand Knight report; Financial Report; Membership; Other reports 

(chairs); Unfinished business; New business; Good of the Order to include and awards, etc (Knight of the 

month, family of the month); Lecturer reflection (Into the Breach); Grand Knight summary; Closing Prayer; 

Adjourn.  Supreme is also asking that the recorder or Grand Knight email (with security in place), the minutes 

of the previous meeting at least one week prior to your regular monthly meeting. Minutes do not have to be 

read at your regular Council meeting, but the previous minutes do need a motion, a second and a vote to 

approve.  Supreme will have this new format available for all Grand Knights around the second week of 

December, so stay tuned for more information on this. Also, due to COVID restrictions, we need to do as 

many “virtual” sessions as we can until the Governor changes or removes the restrictions. All fraternal leaders 

will be invited to, and encouraged to attend, a webinar on December 17th at 8:00 PM – Council Operations: 

New Guidelines For Council Meetings. Please try and attend this webinar.



EXEMPLIFICATION

The State Council now has a recorded version of the new degree if you are in need of it. Our State 

Membership Director, Ed Nuttall took on the task of organizing this and our State Treasurer, Chris Poirier 

videotaped it and did all the editing as well. If you need a copy of this for your respective Council, please 

contact Chris at: cpfixit@comcast.net and he will supply you with the appropriate link. Please remember that 

each Council should be working on getting their own individual team in place for future exemplifications. 

Thank you Ed and Chris!

FUTURE EVENTS

Once again I am asking each and every Grand Knight to appoint a member of your Council to send Tom 

Herbst, Jr. any and all events that your Council is involved in. Please send to Tom at: 

vermontkofc@gmail.com and also send a copy to Moe Noel, our Newsletter editor at:  

noelmaurice2@gmail.com so he can include it in the monthly newsletter.

In closing I’d like to share with you all the account of the Birth of Jesus from Matthews Gospel, Chapter 1, 

verses 18 – 24:

“Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When His Mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but 

before they lived together, she was found with child through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her 

husband, an upright man unwilling to expose her to the law, decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his 

intention when suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said to him: ‘Joseph, son of 

David, have no fear about taking Mary as your wife. It is by the Holy spirit that she has conceived this child. 

She is to have a son and you are to name him Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.’ All this 

happened to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin shall be with child and give birth 

to a son, and they shall call him Emmanuel’, a name which means ‘God is with us’. When Joseph awoke he 

did as the angel of the Lord had directed him and received her into his home as his wife.”

On behalf of your State Officer’s, Jim, Chris, Nick, Bill, Fr. Naples and myself, we wish you all the choicest 

Blessings for Advent and the Christmas Season. Please remember that Jesus is the reason for the Season!

Fraternally,

Steve Shover

State Deputy

mailto:cpfixit@comcast.net
mailto:vermontkofc@gmail.com
mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com


State Chaplain message

Dear Brothers in Christ,
THANK YOU to our recent contributors, from a number of 
small donations through a GoFundMe, to some councils who 
jumped in and made their one-time generous gift to the 
Mobile Ultrasound Fund. Our outstanding pledges will bring 
us within $1,000 of the $50,000 mark set by the State 
Council almost three years ago!
Having enough for Aspire Together to buy the van is a 
key milestone to move their program forward. We are still 
quite a few months away before the Aspire Together Mobile 
Ultrasound Program might be fully operational. When we 
surpass $50,000 we shall transition to a partnering phase 
where the State Council will be working to assist Aspire 
Together with their own fundraising and grant seeking to 
make the program a success.

It is still my own personal goal, more or less, to contribute a 
$1000 a year until Aspire Together Mobile Ultrasound 
Program is off and running. Updates will be coming. Blessed 
Advent!

Father Tim Naples, SC



Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knights

Deceased members of Bishop Rice Council 2946  - March to November  2020

Peter Luke, age 81, he was a 4th Degree, Honorary Life member with 43 Years of service

Harry Papaceno, age 85, he was a 4th Degree, Honorary Life member with 51 Years of service

Alexandre Hamel, age 95, he was a 3rd Degree, Honorary Life member with 65 Years of service

Daniel McVeigh, age 96, he was a 3rd Degree member with 24 years of service

Robert Ose, age 85, he was a 4th Degree, Honorary Life member with 61 Years of service

Thomas Ryan, age 88, he was a 3rd Degree, Honorary Life member with 41 Years of service

Robert Dasaro, age 78, he was a 4th Degree, Honorary Life member with 42 Years of service

Denis Berthiaume, age 80, he was a 4th Degree Honorary Life member with 29 years of service

Arthur Fagnant, age 75, he was a 3rd Degree, Honorary Life member with 37 Years of service

Rest in Peace.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html


State Program Director Message
Worthy Brothers,

I hope this letter finds you well. I know you must all be preparing for your Advent and Christmas 
seasons with plans 
for family (hopefully). I wanted to just drop you a quick note and remind you that as your Council's do 
all of the excellent programs you all typically do , not to forget to submit them to me as you complete 
them. This will allow you to get all of your info down as you complete it and have it still fresh in your 
mind. Use the Form #STSP to record info and PLEASE submit a separate write up and pictures to 
increase your chances of winning an award at the State Convention. We don't do programs to get 
praise or recognition , but is nice when we are rewarded for the good deeds we do.

Please mail to me if possible , e-mail is OK as well , but I only have a black & white laser printer and 
you won't get as nice a presentation. I will accept ALL submissions for any award submissions v in the 
4 categories:

FAITH, FAMILY,  COMMUNITY, LIFE

Also remember that the Star Council requirements have been changed for this Fraternal year, they 
are:

Columbian Award – for the Programs you all do reported on Form# SP-7 by June 30. Categories listed 
above and complete 4 programs in each

McGivney Award – for Membership . 5% increase over last years member number on your roster.

Founders Award – for Insurance . No quota this year , Council must participate in at least 2 Online or 
in person Insurance benefit informational meetings

Safe Environment training - Required for specified leadership positions: Grand Knight , Community , 
Program and Family Directors

Also , Form #365 Service Program Personnel report and Form #1728 Annual Survey for Fraternal 
Activity must be submitted and all assessments paid to Supreme and State Councils.

In closing , Please have a Blessed and Healthy Advent and Christmas season and lets pray for a great 
2021 !

Vivat Jesus! State Program Director 
Fraternally,                                                  644 Church Rd. 
Bill LaCroix                                                  Colchester , VT 05446
802-881-2748
blacroix1@comcast.net

mailto:blacroix1@comcast.net










Vocations
The RSVP (Refund Support Vocations Program) has been and is the primary program through which 

Knights of Columbus councils, assemblies and circles participate in an organized manner in 

supporting vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  The Church, especially here in Vermont as 

we all know faces a crisis of vocations to the priesthood and religious life Promoting vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life is one of our highest priorities of the Knights of Columbus.

Keep the faith alive by supporting our seminarians and postulants. As the strong right arm of the 

church, the Knights of Columbus are committed to providing moral, financial and spiritual support to 

future priests and religious at all stages of their formation.

We as Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious. Through this program, 

council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in their area. For every $500 given 

to an individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100. The maximum 

refund a council or assembly can receive is $400 per individual supported. Though financial support 

is vitally important, it is not the only aspect of RSVP. Councils are also called to provide their 

“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and prayers for their success. 

Our Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP)  Scholarship money is used by seminarians and those 

in religious formation for books, car insurance and maintenance, travel during vacations, clerical 

clothing, emergency expenditures and other living expenses. 

Please contact me for information on a seminarian or seminarians to support or men and women who 

are novices or postulants in religious orders or religious communities.

You can E-mail me at gfbean44@yahoo.com Or call at 862-8581. Also if you have already given 

financial support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2021 please send me a copy of 

form 2863 (RSVP form) .

May God Bless You and your families and especially this CHRISTMAS The Birth of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.   

Priests, Brothers, Nuns…They need us, we need them…Vocations are everybody’s business. 

Pray for Vocations.

Fraternally,

Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM                                           

State Vocations Director





Middlebury #642
Members of Middlebury #642 did their annual Turkey Raffle to raise money for 

council activities including support of Addison County Pregnancy Resource 
Ctr. Congrats to the winners!!!

mailto:david.giuliani@kofc.org








St. Theresa-St. John Council 7763
Orleans

Because of the Covid-19virus, Orleans Council was unable to hold their annual Turkey Bingo. In it’s 
place they decided to have a Turkey Raffle. They raffled off 30 Turkeys. With the hard work of 
many members & help from Newport & Troy Council, The raffle was a success.

Grand Knight Gilles Berard, Members 
George LeBlanc
& DD#2 Moe Noel put sold ticket s in 
basket

DD#2 Moe Noel Drawing the winning 
ticket stubs

Grand Knight Gilles Berard records the winners DD#2 Moe Noel drawing the final winner



Fr. Meany-Fr. St. Onge Council 7943 
Family Breakfast held 11-15-2020

PGK/PSD Dan McAvinney, PGK Jacques 

Couture, Br. Matt Leonelli enjoying cooking.

Recorder Gerard Raboin anxiously waits for 

the next customer.

Linda Brasseur, wife of Gibbons Council 

2285 GK, Maurice Brasseur, wins a 

Harvest Basket.

Maurice Brasseur, GK, Gibbons Council 

2285, wins the 50/50 and donated it back 

to Council 7943

Adventurous Living: Preparing for his Second Advent

Saturday December 12th at IHM in Williston 8:30 AM- 10:00AM

All are invited this Advent Season to a spiritual reflection talk given by Fr. Matthew Rensch about 

the 2nd coming, what we should know about it, and how it should shape our lives. The talk will draw 

on the insights and exhortations of St. John Henry Newman, C. S. Lewis, and others.

Reservations (limited seating) can be made at the following 

link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128961674841

The talk will also be live streamed : https://m.facebook.com/Our-Lady-of-the-Holy-Rosary-

Catholic-Church-1904744962931264

Contact Bill at 802-497-4088 if you have questions.

Sponsored by Rosary Council 4684

Thanks,

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128961674841
https://m.facebook.com/Our-Lady-of-the-Holy-Rosary-Catholic-Church-1904744962931264


St Albans Council 297 

GK Council 297 St Albans has asked for your support. His message is as follows:

"Operation Happiness decided in the last minute to participate this year in their annual food 

and toy drive. My wife and her sister own Med Associates located in the Georgia Industrial 

Park across the street from Perrigo off of exit 18. As of yesterday, 

Med is officially a designated food (can / box) drop off location. The food collection starts on 

11/16 and ends 12/9 (at noon).

Operation Happiness helps people in need in the Franklin/Grand Isle county".

Please see attachment "

Valdemar Garibay, Grand Knight

(802) 393-176







Adventurous Living: Preparing for his Second Advent

Saturday December 12th at IHM in Williston 8:30 AM- 10:00AM

All are invited this Advent Season to a spiritual reflection talk given by Fr. Matthew Rensch about 

the 2nd coming, what we should know about it, and how it should shape our lives. The talk will draw 

on the insights and exhortations of St. John Henry Newman, C. S. Lewis, and others.

Reservations (limited seating) can be made at the following 

link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128961674841

The talk will also be live streamed : https://m.facebook.com/Our-Lady-of-the-Holy-Rosary-

Catholic-Church-1904744962931264

Contact Bill at 802-497-4088 if you have questions.

Sponsored by Rosary Council 4684

Thanks,

Bill R.

GK Rosary Council 4684

Saint Stephen's Council #2284
Knights of Columbus Saint Stephen's Council @2284 providing four boxes of "Coats for Kids" to 

the John F. Kennedy Winooski Elementary School prior to Thanksgiving Day.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128961674841
https://m.facebook.com/Our-Lady-of-the-Holy-Rosary-Catholic-Church-1904744962931264












Monsignor Thomas J. Ball Memorial Shines 

Gloriously

The Celebration of Holy Sunrise Mass welcomed in the 10th Annual Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. Ball 

Memorial Open at the West Bolton Golf Club on August 22, 2020! A full field of jubilant golfers

graced the golf course with magical shot making and lots of good cheer!

This ever-growing traditional gathering of faith and hope is underwritten with gladness by the Knights of 

Columbus St. Stephen’s Winooski Council #2284.

“A spectacular day of golf thoroughly enjoyed by everyone participating under beautiful, sun-filled skies. 

Playing for Jesus is simply, The Best, while commemorating the life of one of our greatest priests. Who could 

sing the ‘Ave Maria’ like the Awesome Monsignor Thomas J. Ball”, echoed Worthy Grand Knight Gregory 

Clairmont.   

“The ‘Jesus Open’ golf tournament raised $11,000 for Our Seminarians, preparing for the priesthood in the 

Vineyard of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Special thanks to All who sponsored this worthy event, for in and 

through your dedicated participation, our Council is honored to report that total revenues garnered over the years 

has amassed $103,500 for the Diocese of Burlington,” beamed

WGK G. Peter Clairmont.

"Majestical Setting of 

Holiness" at the Holy Sunrise 

Mass prior to

the commencement of the 

10th Annual Monsignor 

Thomas J. Ball Memorial 

Open!



The Gift of the Holy Eucharist 

at the Monsignor Thomas J, 

Ball Memorial Open!

Holy Sunrise Mass at the West Bolton Golf Club, 

home of the 2020 Jesus Open!

Monsignor John McDermott 

concelebrating the Holy Sunrise Mass with 

Father

Dallas St. Peter at the 10th Annual 

Monsignor Thomas J. Ball Memorial Open!



10th Annual Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. Ball Memorial Open

2020 Jesus Open Scoreboard Results

1st Greg Clairmont, Sheila Clairmont, Greg Bolger, Joe Olio   57

2nd Ryan Boisvert, Ben Never, Mike Kulikowski, Gabe Bushey 61

3rd James Fredette, Zack Aubin, Jake Tomlinson, Spencer Richter 62

4th Ed Malila, Don Drolette, Mike Boivin, John Sonnick  62

5th Jimmy Whitehouse, Franny O'Brien, Charlie Finnegan, Mike Shea 62

6th Dave Lemieux, Jack McCarthy, Robbie Barbour, Corrie Dillon 63

7th Jonathan Rock, Matt Robinson, Randy Charlebois, Scott Hempey 63

8th Tom Maille, Brian McLuskey, Mike Yandow, Danny Gilmond 64

9th Al's French Frys Team One, Captain Norm Senna 64

10th Chad Beauvais, Scott Beauvais, Tom Lesage, Tony Miles 64

11th Doc TD Tom Dowhan, Mike O'Brien, Steve Milizia, Jim McNeil      65

12th Father Dallas St. Peter, Travis St. Peter, Hollis St. Peter, Carol St. Peter     66

13th Jay Rousseau, Chuck Bosley, Tom Rousseau, Peter Mattos 66

14th Keith Woodward, Sigh Searles, Bill Driscoll, Rick Costanza 66

15th Monsignor John McDermott, Ellen Kane, Pete Wells, Brittany Czejka 67

16th Guy LaPlume, Brian LaPlume, Richard Lamarche, Mark Daubenschmidt 68

17th Dan Cooney, David Yandow, Kim Rolfe, Robert Carpenter   69

18th Bob Beauvais, Marcus Gutierrez, Lance Albarelli,  Mike Bedard 69

19th Rob Roy, Wayne Hickey, Dan Werme, Jameson Roberts 70

20th Jim Snyder, Denis Gravelin, Eric Thompson, Dave Stogsdill     70

21st Father Timothy Naples, Mike Bullock, Chris Bishop, Mike Cassidy 71

22nd Ed Bolin, Chris Badami, Rob Foster, Tom Otoka 71

23rd Charlie Brown, Dinh Dang, Jay Benson, Reverend Bill Glinka 73

24th Brad Chenette, Ted Barrett, Al Thibault, Jim Myers 73

25th Roger Bell, Johnny Isabelle, Dan Isabelle 75

26th Russ Marchand, Mark Ollive, Bill Smith, Bill Rensch 75

27th Pamela Hemingway, Mary Beth Pinard, Judy Guild 78

28th Jay Miller, Tony Miller, John Gunther, Ben Miller 78

29th Denis O'Brien, Liam O'Brien, Conor O'Brien, Tim Kane      78

30th Frank Read, Derick Read, Darrell Read, Tim Chagnon 78

Closest To Pin Contests

3rd Monsignor John McDermott 3'1"

6th Chris Badami 3'10"

10th Sigh Searles 4'1"

14th Dave Lemieux 12'9"





300 Club
How are those ticket sales doing.  I NEED ALL TICKET SALES 

RETURNED TO ME NO LATER THAN December 21st.
I thank you for all of your efforts.

Moe

Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter 

a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to 

PLEASE forward this newsletter to all of your councils and 

members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE  January 6, 2021.

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com

